The accent rules in Spanish may be summed up as follows: 

Words ending in a vowel, -n, or -s are stressed on the next to the last (penultimate) syllable:
 
 
Quebrachales
Que-bra-chAles
 
Chillando
Chi-llAndo
 
nada
nA - da
 
limonada
li - mo - nA - da
 
zapatos
za - pA - tos
 
origen
o - rI- gen
 
compro
cOm - pro
 
esta
Es - ta
 
estas
Es- tas
 
Words  ending in any consonant except -n or -s are stressed on the last syllable:
 
doctor
doc - tOr
 
ciudad
ciu - dAd
 
comer
co - mEr
 
When rules #1 and #2 above are not followed, a written accent is used:
 
compró
com - pró
 
está
es - tá
 
estás
es - tás
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